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Budget Contextual Information 

Funding Trend 2010-11 to 2023-24 

The Budget Requirement is the amount of expenditure that is funded by general support from central 

government, council tax and retained business rate growth. The following graph shows how the 

Budget Requirement has changed over the period 2010-11 to 2023-24. 

 

Key messages 

 Total general funding has decreased from £373m in 2010-11 to £310m in 2023-24, a 
reduction of £63m. This represents a real terms decrease of over one third.  

 General support from central government has decreased from £304m in 2010-11 to £162m in 
2023-24, a reduction of £144m. This represents a real terms decrease of around two thirds.  

 Locally generated receipts (council tax and retained business rate growth) have increased 
over the same period by £78m highlighting the increased reliance on locally generated 

income.  
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*NB - figures are for General Fund Revenue Account and exclude school employees, HRA and DSO 

 



Comparative table of London local authorities council tax collection rates  
Comparative statistical data is available for in-year collection rates only. However, the collection of 

both council tax and non-domestic rates continues once the financial year to which it relates has 

ended. This means the final collection rate achieved is somewhere between the figures shown in the 

tables below and 100%. 

Authority   2010/11 2020/21 2021/22 

Change 
on 
previous 
year 

Change 
since  
2010/11 

  
%  

collected 
%  

collected 
%  

collected 
%  

collected 
%  

collected 

 Redbridge  95.2% 96.4% 96.6% 0.2% 1.4% 

 Barking  92.9% 93.2% 93.6% 0.4% 0.8% 

 Southwark (I)  92.7% 92.9% 91.9% -1.0% -0.7% 

 Haringey  94.0% 94.2% 94.6% 0.4% 0.7% 

 Croydon  95.9% 95.6% 95.8% 0.2% -0.1% 

 Sutton  98.5% 98.1% 98.1% 0.0% -0.4% 

 Merton  97.3% 96.8% 96.7% -0.1% -0.6% 

 Havering  96.8% 96.2% 96.4% 0.2% -0.3% 

 Barnet  95.6% 94.9% 94.5% -0.4% -1.1% 

 Hounslow  96.6% 95.8% 96.4% 0.6% -0.2% 

 Bexley  96.0% 95.1% 95.4% 0.3% -0.6% 

 Bromley  97.6% 96.5% 96.9% 0.4% -0.7% 

 Greenwich (I)  94.3% 93.1% 94.0% 0.9% -0.3% 

 Kingston  98.4% 97.2% 98.2% 1.0% -0.2% 

 Richmond  98.9% 97.7% 98.1% 0.4% -0.8% 

 Lewisham (I)  94.1% 92.8% 92.4% -0.4% -1.7% 

 Hillingdon  97.0% 95.6% 96.4% 0.8% -0.6% 

 Harrow  97.0% 95.4% 96.7% 1.3% -0.3% 

 Ealing  97.1% 95.5% 95.8% 0.3% -1.3% 

 Enfield  95.7% 94.0% 93.7% -0.3% -2.0% 

 Islington (I)  95.5% 93.7% 94.1% 0.4% -1.4% 

 Wandsworth (I)  97.9% 95.9% 95.9% 0.0% -2.0% 

 Waltham Forest  95.8% 93.7% 94.9% 1.2% -0.9% 

 Hammersmith (I)  95.5% 93.3% 93.9% 0.6% -1.6% 

 Newham  91.7% 89.5% 89.4% -0.1% -2.3% 

 Lambeth (I)  94.7% 91.1% 93.2% 2.1% -1.5% 

 Brent  95.6% 91.9% 92.2% 0.3% -3.4% 

 Kensington (I)  96.4% 92.6% 95.3% 2.7% -1.1% 

 Tower Hamlets (I)  95.1% 90.4% 91.2% 0.8% -3.9% 

 Westminster (I)  96.0% 91.1% 91.5% 0.4% -4.5% 

 City of London  99.4% 94.4% 96.3% 1.9% -3.1% 

 Camden (I)  96.5% 91.0% 94.2% 3.2% -2.3% 

 Hackney (I)  93.0% 84.7% 63.8% -20.9% -29.2% 



Comparative Graph of Southwark Council Tax against Inflation 

 

  

 The above graph highlights that Southwark Council’s level of council tax remains below 

inflation as at January 2023. 

 

Comparative Business Rates and Council Tax Collection Rates 

Non-domestic rates - collection rates 2015-16 to 2021-22          
%  

  2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

England 98.2 98.2 98.4 98.3 98.0 98.0 95.5 

Inner London Boroughs 98.6 98.6 98.8 98.6 98.3 98.3 93.2 

Southwark 99.5 99.3 99.4 99.4 99.7 94.1 99.0 

 

Council tax - in-year collection rates 2015-16 to 2021-22          
%  

  2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

England 97.1 97.2 97.1 97.0 96.8 95.7 95.8 

Inner London Boroughs 95.8 96.0 95.9 96.0 95.6 91.9 91.1 

Southwark 95.2 95.9 95.5 95.9 95.4 92.9 91.9 
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